Instructions for Ethics Committee Submissions

Ethics 

All psychologists doing research involving human subjects are required to ensure their projects conform to British Psychological Society ethical guidelines. Researchers therefore submit their proposals to independent ethics committees for review. 

In accordance with this, all psychology researchers, including honours students carrying out their dissertation projects, are required to submit information about their project to the School Ethics Committee.  The Ethics committee will review your proposal and will, usually, either (1) approve it as it stands or (2) ask you to clarify things or make adjustments to your protocol before your study can go ahead.  It is important that you submit your protocol as soon as you can when starting work on your project, so that your data collection phase is not delayed by not having approval from the Ethics Committee. 

Preparing your project proposal for the Ethics Committee

When submitting information about your project, you must cover a specified set of issues. A form has been prepared for this purpose and is available in this section of the website. Copies may also be obtained from Fiona Graham (room G7).  While your submission need not be on an official form, it must contain responses to ALL the questions (you may indicate where a particular question is not applicable).  Please re-type the questions if you make up your own form.
Along with your form, you must include copies of any material you are planning to hand out to your participants - e.g., questionnaires or information sheets.  This is important so that the committee can see exactly what your participants are being told and what they are being asked to do.  Note that undergraduates and postgraduates will need their supervisor's signature on the submission as confirmation that the details of the proposal have been discussed and agreed. 

Studies with children
Studies involving children may encounter significant delays because of the additional requirements regarding Disclosure Scotland. Your project supervisor will advise you on this process.

Ethics guidelines
It is expected that you will be familiar with, at minimum, the BPS ethics guidelines, which can be consulted in the psychology library (please see the librarian, Karen Fleet), or on the BPS’s website (www.bps.org.uk); and with the University’s Ethics Code of Practice. Links to these websites are given at the top of the ethics application form. 

Completed forms should be emailed as attachments to Fiona Graham (f.graham@ed.ac.uk). Please ensure your name, email address and your supervisor’s name and email address are on the form. A hard copy of your form, including any materials that could not be included in the electronic file, should also be submitted to Fiona Graham (Office G7). Submissions are reviewed on a rolling basis and you will be informed (by email) of the decision as soon as possible. The process is likely to take at least three weeks, and sometimes longer.
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