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The Library is to offer a new service to researchers to support the 
implementation of the University’s new Open Access Publications 
Policy. The Open Access Publications Policy was passed by Senate 
in February 2009. It requires researchers to deposit their research 
outputs in the Publications Repository, and where appropriate in the 
open-access Edinburgh Research Archive (ERA) in order to maximise 
the visibility of the University’s research. The Policy encourages the 
deposit of an electronic copy of nonpeer reviewed research, particularly 
where this may be used for national assessments. Researchers (or their 
proxies, such as research administrators) will deposit their research 
outputs in the Publications Repository, and provide information about 
whether the research output can be made publicly available in ERA. The 
Policy will be formally implemented in January 2010; in the meantime, 

researchers are encouraged to deposit outputs.

What is the Research Publications Service?

•	 It joins the Edinburgh Research Archive and the Publications Repository 
together to promote a consistent deposit process for research papers, 
whether or not they are to be available as open-access documents.

• 	 The Publications Repository is a closed repository, accessible only from 
the University of Edinburgh domain. It was adapted from the repository 
created for the Research Assessment Exercise (RAE), with the addition 
of a new management tool, and can hold all the University’s research 
outputs.

•	 The Edinburgh Research Archive is the University’s open-access 
repository and makes author copies of research papers available to 
other researchers, while publisher versions of the same papers are 
hidden behind a subscription wall.

The Research Publications Service will be fully available from
 January 2010

Benefits of the Research Publications Service

•	 It collects the University’s entire research output into a single repository.

•	 It will ease the management of the successor to the RAE, and enable 
better direction and mentoring of research careers and overall outputs.

•	 The publications repository features extensive reporting tools, providing 
a variety of statistical presentations which can be easily incorporated 
into standard reports. 

•	 The repository also features a tool to allow researchers to generate a 
publications list automatically for their own or their departmental web 
pages (see screenshot). The publications list is dynamically updated 
meaning less maintenance is required for website editors.

•	 Articles deposited in ERA are ranked highly in search engines. The 
search results for Google Scholar typically return a link to the publishers 
toll access version alongside the Open Access version held in ERA (see 
screen shot).


